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Tourmaline offers those born in October a huge variety of colors to choose from. Very few gems match tourmaline’s dazzling
range of colors. From rich reds to pastel pinks and peach colors, intense emerald greens to vivid yellows and deep blues, the

breadth of this gem’s color range is unrivalled. In fact, watermelon tourmaline is green on the outside and a delicious pink on the
inside.

Important sources include Brazil, Sub-Sahara Africa, Myanmar, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the U.S. (San Diego County and Maine).
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NOVEMBER

topaz

Most topaz crystals start
out colorless and turn blue

after treatment with a
combination of irradiation
and heat.

Topaz actually has an exceptionally wide color range that, besides brown, includes various tones and saturations of blue, green,
yellow, orange, red, pink, and purple.

Colorless topaz is plentiful, and is often treated to give it a blue color.

Treated blue topaz is available in a variety of shades from light to dark blue. The treatment is stable and the stones are very
reasonably priced.

The name topaz comes from the mysterious island Topazios in the Red Sea. The island was a source of peridot in ancient times.
The ancient Greeks believed that topaz gave them strength.

In Europe during the Renaissance (the period from the 1300s to the 1600s) people thought that topaz could break magic spells and
dispel anger.
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NOVEMBER

citrine

Citrine is the yellow to
reddish orange variety of
quartz.

Citrine—the transparent, pale yellow to brownish orange variety of quartz—is rare in nature.
Citrine provides an attractive color at a very reasonable price. The most valuable color is reddish orange.

Most citrine on the market started out as pale color amethyst and was heat treated to citrine color. The treatment is stable under
normal wear.

Brazil is the major source.
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D DECEMBER

zircon

Blue is the most popular

zircon color, but the gem
comes in a variety of hues
including brown, red,
green, and yellow.

Zircon occurs in an array of colors. Its wide and varied palette of yellow, green, red, reddish brown, and blue hues makes it a
favorite among collectors as well as informed consumers.

Zircon is a natural stone (not to be confused with synthetic cubic zirconia or CZ). The most popular color is blue, which is created
by heat treatment and can fade over time.

Many other colors are available but rarely seen in jewelry.

In the Middle Ages, this gem was thought to induce sound sleep, drive away evil spirits, and promote riches, honor, and wisdom.
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DECEMBER

turquoise

Turquoise contains copper,
which is the source of its
blue or greenish color.

Color is turquoise’s prime virtue. It can be greenish blue, bluish green, or even yellowish green, depending on its iron content.
The most highly-valued turquoise is an intense, evenly distributed, medium blue, known in the trade as Persian blue.

Various treatments include impregnation with plastic and dyeing. Neither are permanent, but they can hold up well if cared for
properly.

Major sources include Southwestern U.S., China, and Iran, which is more of a historical source for fine qualities.

Archaeological evidence shows that ancient Egyptian royalty wore turquoise jewelry over 7,000 years ago. It was prized by Chinese
carvers over 3,000 years ago and was a ceremonial gem for the native American tribes of the Southwestern U.S.

23



DECEMBER

tanzanite

Although not a standard birthstone, tanzanite has been promoted by some jewelry organizations, including the American Gem
Trade Association, as an alternative for December.

Tanzanite ranges from pale (most common in smaller sizes) to deep and intense. The color is created by heat treating the brownish
mineral zoisite to more attractive colors. The treatment is stable under normal wear.

The gem’s only known commercial source is Tanzania. It entered the jewelry market in the late 1960s.
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